[Pain and personality--a review of the literature with special reference to depressive syndromes].
Common concepts of personality states and traits (hysteria, hypochondria, depression, neuroticism, extraversion) will be discussed concerning their relevance to describe pain patients phenomenologically. Further characteristics as sex, age, fear and aggressiveness are regarded. Perceptual styles (repression vs sensitization, augmentation vs reduction) and cognitive factors are briefly mentioned. Finally critical comments on methodological aspects of empirical pain patients' personality description will be outlined, which reflect the controversial discussion on possible association between personality and pain.